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hends Christ as a purifier, as well as our 
atonement and righteousness, is false and 
hypocritical. He canonly be received 
into the soul, when he is desired for his 
goodness ; and when he is there, he will 
not sit down idle. 

We are accepted in Christ in the per- 
formance of good works, and not for 
them. 

What motive to goodness is. there in 
all nature, so forcible as the love of God 
io the forgiveness of our sins? And 
what fitness can any one possibly have in 
himself for works or working, on whom 
it will not operate ? 

It is next to impossible to do good ac- 
tions, merely because they are good, till 
we are in possession of that principle so 
strenuously asserted by Martin Luther, 
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he Editor 0 . . : 
- ro D. a0 viz. That our salvation is wholly of faith ; 
and that good works are only a ground of 
GOOD WORKS. comfort, as proofs of our faith, but signi- 


fy nothing to our acceptance with God. 
And what a glorious recommendation of 
faith is this, that it is the only thing that 
makes way for the trath of obedience, 
from a pure motive of love ; our own in- 
terest in all the good we do, according to 
this notion, being quite out of the ques- 
tion ! 
it is impossible for a proud man to have 
so much as one virtue ; he wants the ve- 
ry essence of all virtue, viz. disinterest- 
edness and a pure love of rectitude. 
A person who believes in the righteous- 
ness of Christ, may truly say, ‘ Lord, 
what love have! unto thy law!’ The 
law is necessary as a rule, and amiable as 
a free service, and performable in the 
power of faith: But, as exacting strict 
obedience under the penalty of death, it 
is a heavy load upon the censcience ; and, 
in that sense, abolished to make way for a 
better dispensation. 
A virtue wrought out of the stock of 
our own ideas, in our own strength, that 
is merely haman, or pagan, is without 
foundation, has no reality, and can contri- 
bute nothing to our happiness.—What, 
for instance, isthe greatest affability and 
condescension, without a root of true hu- 
mility ; forbearance of the outward act, 
without inward purity ; patience without 
thankfulness ; beneficence without love ; 
and especially, what is zeal for religion, 
or exactness in a form, if it does not spring 
irom a heart devoted to God, and relin- 
quishing all for communion with him ? 
But | am sensible, and know with the ut- 
most certainty, that | can no more give 
these good qualities to myself, in their in- 
ward deep ground, than | could make a 
world. 

Christ’s cross, truly believed, will have 
two seemingly different effects: it will 


“sthe hardest thing in the world not 
to reap good works better than they 
are, and to make the very best keep their 
distance in the office of — 
Though we must be judged by and accor . 
ing to our actions, yet we shall not be sa- 

them. ; 
"Socktlen God takes care to qualify his 
faithful servants ‘or the happiness he in- 
tends for them; which is, the enjoyment 
of himself. And there can be no other 
possible qualification for this happiness, 
or a capacity for receiving and enjoying 
it, but holiness ; that is to say, a full bent 
of soul towards God, and a hearty love 
and a liking of all that he is, does, wills, 
and ordains. .But then we must not pre 
tend to bring this holiness to account as 
the ground of our acceptance. A person 
who is continually receiving favours from 
another, may as well reckon the last to be 
the procuring cause of the first, as we 
make our holiness, whatever it is, to be 
in any sense the cause or ground of our 
acceptance with God. When we have 
done all we ever shall do, the very best 
state we ever shall arrive at, will be so far 
from meriting a reward, that it will need 
a pardon. hfe. 

The doctrine of justification by faith 
alone, is our fitness, advantage, and en- 
couragement for the practice of good 
works, and can never be made a handle for 
sloth or licentiousness, when it is preced- 
ed by repentance, as, if received in faith, 
it necessarily must be. Whoever enter- 
tains it asa pretence or excu-e for not 
working, or doing his best, is still impeni- 
tent and unbelieving, let him think what 
be will. 

God makes himself a debtor to man, for 
bis own goodness in man. 

He that has once felt the peace of God, 
in the remission of sins, will hardly stop 
short, or make it a handle for sloth and 
licentiousness. ‘This would be as ifa man 
were traveling to a certain country, and 
having by some means or other got a taste 
of its excellent fruits, should make ita 
pretence for going no farther, or turning 


and make me sensible that | am altogeth- 
er vile. 

There can be no true religion without 
love, no love of man without love of God, 
nor love of God without the knowledge 
and love of Christ. 


put me upon being as good as ever I can, |& 


of his law. 
It would be a great abuse of the doc- 


dangerous security, to say, if it pleases 
God to advance me to a higher, or to the 
highest degree of holiness, I should have 
great cause of thankfulness, & it would be 
the very joy of my heart ; but neverthe- 
less [ can do without it, as being safe in 
Christ : whereas, there is no safety 
without an entire submission to the will 
of God. 
i 
For the Christian Secretary. 


It ig a truth most clearly illustrated and 
enforced, both by the word of revelation, 
and the volame of nature ; that man was 
designed by his wise and benevolent cre- 
ator, fora life of activity, usefulness and 
labour. ‘* Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with all thy might.” Be dili- 
gent in business, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord,” says the language of inspira- 
tion. Yet how many regard these com- 
mands as ‘idle tales,”’ and practically 
believe the necessity of obeying them, as 
merely optional duties Those men who 
regard the commands of God of such 
small consequence, and treat them with 
such indifference, and neglect, know not 
God, nor live to His glory. But all their 
labours and views are centered within the 
narrow limits of self—their se/f-love, and 
the indulgence of their own carnal appe- 
tites, and selfish pleasures ; are the only in- 
centives which operate upon their minds, 
to induce them to diligence and labour.— 
Is ita matter of wonder then, that among 
a class of individuals who are actuated by 
no higher motives than these, there should 
be found those who delight not in the 
ways of diligence; but spend a great por- 
tion of their time in idleness, and pervert 
their labour, time, and talents, to dissol- 
ute and wicked purposes. 

God has given no time to his creatures 
to be wasted, but to be spent in useful, 
and wtse purposes, that it may prove a 
benefit to them in the present world, and 
a blessing in that whichistocome. The 


support and comfort which he is com- 
manded to provide ; but he robs his own 


him, and bis God of that tame, which He 
gave him to spend in his service and to 
his glory. 


the comfort and support of his family ; he 


honor of God the end of all his employ- 
ments. He is diligent from a sense of du- 
ty, and because it is the command of God ; 
and these thoughts encompassing his mo- 


trine of salvation by faith, and a state of 


slothful man not only deprives himself of 
true happiness, and his family of that 


soul of that feast, which is provided for 


Bot the industrious man, actuated by a 
true spirit of piety, walks in the path of 
diligence with delighti—he provides for 


attends on the means of grace with dili- 


ence—and why? Because be makes the 
word of God his rule of conduct, and the 


tive of action, call forth his greatest ener- 


me ; for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you.”’ Godly sorrow 
includes aversion of heart to sin itself. 
There is between sin and holiness an op- 
position of oature, which produces a re- 
pulsion of feeling, when they meet in the 
same heart. ‘* The flesh lusteth against 
the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, 
and these are contrary, the one to the oth- 
er.”’ This aversion to sin would be felt 
by holiness, even though God did not re- 
quire it. Sin in its own nature is evil, 
and holiness recoils with disgust from its 
polluting touch. The ingratitude invol- 
ved in sinning against God, adds poignan- 
cy to godly sorrow. The majesty of God 
fills the penitent with trembling ; bis be- 
nevolence, with shame for having set up a 
selfish interest in opposition to the glory 
of his kingdom ; and the mercy of God, iu 


lieved will be generally received as truth | providing a Saviour for a world of rebels, 
by the candid reader. 1 would only fur-| produces admiration and abasement.— 
ther remark, that industry is generally at- | But when all this majesty stoops to deliv- 
tended with the blessings and promise of|er his own soul from death, and all this 
God: while | would recommend to the | benevolence is concentrated upon his own 
slothful, to carefully peruse the volume of | heart, the penitent feels the barden of bis 
inspiration, and read there the denuncia- | iniquity to be intolerable. Then it is that 
tions against those of their character. the rock dissolves, and the tears flow. If 
JUSTITIA. {we love God, we shall choose to lie at bis 

i footstool, and be wholly under his domin- 

For the Christian Secretary. ion. We shall abhor ourselves, and re- 


The way to Heaven above, lies through a| Pe in dust and asbes, for our rebellion 
Heaven ro stil ” against the holy and righteous governor ot 


, . |the universe. We shall as perfectly ap- 
ae — or ee tinopege theage prove of the justice that condewns us, as 
comin $F “a not be attained here ? are type Np a parody i 
ven, ( “ **! guilty. And such an beart says amen to 
Holiness constitutes Ge vee of | the curse of the law, or “* consents to the 
heaven ; but ne ty- aon a sien law that itis good.’? He voluntarily lies 
In heaven God is loved, ae _ ee wet in the deepest self abasement before God. 
rial character 1s eae ’ ~ ant t As self love causes us to set up self, and 
— be eo Se ag mrt seek self interest, 90 the love of God wiil 
eaven cons Acs rehig “s in inaturally influence us toset op God, and 
religious aw rp ammo es mie ‘his interest. If we loved him only from 
Tbe entertainments r? saves i 8 self love, from the fears of hell, or from 
ascribing eee S = aaa ves ape the hopes of heaven, we might at the same 
to God and the om rer vee “<* time hate his law. And this is the dread- 
and night, rates pt " + ony ai ful situation of every unrenewed heart.— 
God weg b a on. ae f The law given at Sinai, as to its moral pre- 
~ —— Bh 7 oo 9. A yen ot cepts, was nothing more than a new and 
eaven as . ni ..| plainer edition, and republication of the 
would —_ sorts a ae ti law of nature, which had been in force 
eget best w me Rape A ee ‘eos. from the beginning of the world ; and was 
ice the employm praca How equally binding on all nations and in all 
4 — 4 Coee for space radian a wges. To love God with all the heart, 
; . . ’ . and our neighbour as ourselves, is 

— os i . 9 aaysive ba pores yr erg of the Gentiles, as well 
wicked from his kingdom ! Ifhe should |” ni ye mest in. epanne.. Soil, 
admit them, it would do them no good: - we "Tole “ ~ tn pes, tite 
’ ; f : .' | ot God, 0 love God wilD a e beart, 

hy reusable heal indy nd sent wd awe 
eer ree Mato F the bour as ourselves, is the law of heaven, 
would Ati Ee ° payer ™ 4 ©! of earth, and of hell. Bible saints all loy- 
er in 04 ane il mar . seit ed God’s law. Justifying faith, implies an 
ing assem an a . ah that | teatty approbation of the law, and an 
Seed = a ert an | hearty acquiescence ia the gospel, us be- 
are in the iesh cann 4 vir . ing suited to honor God, and distounte- 
“Except a man ee so pig nance sin. It implies that we see and 
see Ge bagi of od. Ss ‘he. b e feel, that eternal damnation is at that mo- 
sirable ?—then religion ts desirable, boli- | nent our proper due, according to law avi 


ness is desirable ; without this, heaven}... it San thet the , 
cannot be had ; with it, beaven cannot es sr implies that the law, though a 


the glory of God, and frequently reflect. 
ing upon the duties which our situation in 
life require us to perform, and by the aid 
of a superior heip, we shall be enabled to 
make a profitable, and happy selection. 

There might, if necessary, be many 
scriptural examples adduced, which all go 
to show that activity and industry were 
then considered as the necessary prere- 
quisites in forming a virtuous and useful 
character ; as when, ‘* Pharaob said unto 
Joseph, if thou knowest any men of activ- 
ily among thy brethren, then make them 
rulers over my cattle.” ‘ The man Jer- 
oboam was a mighty man of valour, and 
Solomon seeing the young man that he 
was indus/rious, he made him ruler over 
all the charge of the house of Joseph.” — 
It is unnecessary to enumerate scriptur- 
al examples to attest a fact, which it is be- 


back again. 
It is well said, that though faith justi- 
fies us, yet works must justify oor faith. 
Justification by sanctification, is man’s 


All virtue which does not spring from 
the cross of Christ, is defective in some 
respect or other ; and most horribly in 
over-rating itself. 


gies, and his best exertions. Such aman 
is an ornament to the church of Gud.— 
For God requireth no “idlers in His 
vineyard,” but he demands the activity, 
as wellas the zeal of his worsbippers. 


be lost. 


‘‘ Tis Heaven to rest in thine embrace, 
And no where «Ise but there. 
*Tis Paradise when thou art bere ; 


ministration of death, is glorious. 

Neither the glory, or the grace of the 
gospel was ever seen by an unregenerate 
man, for the gospel has no glory nor 
grace in it, only on the supposition that 


Itis the duty of every christian to aim 
at perfection, and be going on to it; but 
he is a very ill-informed christian, if not 
a downright unbeliever, who depends up- 
on it for salvation. 

Faith goes before salvation, and works 
follow it ; not to be made the ground of 
our justification, but as the necessary con- 
comitants, and proper fruits of faith ; and 
whenever obedience puts itself in the 
place of faith, St. Paul’s words may fitly 
be applied to it, ‘‘ Know that thou bear- 
est not the root, but the root thee.” 
Why then are works to be the great sub- 
ject of inquiry at the day of judgement ? 
Because they are the visible effects of 
faith, and only good as springing from a 
root of faith, so that the want of them 
proves of course the want of faith. 

The life of faith can only spring from 
faith, as trees and plants do from their 
proper seeds. The generality know bet- 
ter what their work is, than where to be- 
gin it. 

If I bave faith in Christ, I shall love 
him ; if I love him, | shall keep his com- 
mandments ; if I do not keep his com- 
mandments, I do not love him ; if I do 
not love him, I do not believe in him. 

A believer does not good works to be 
saved by them, but in love to others, from 
a root of faith, and because be is saved. 
“If ye love me, keep my comm 
ments.” Love of Christ for what he is, 


way to heaven, and it is odds but he will 
make a little serve bis turn. Sanctification 
by justification ts God’s and he fills the 
soul with his own fulness. 

The maintainers of imputed righteous- 
ness must be content to undergo the mor- 
tification of being thought opposers or dis- 
couragers of good works; though they 
constantly plead for them, and for their 
own doctrine, as the best, if not the only 
sure way of attaining to them ; do not come 
a whit behind their adversaries in the 
preformance of them more freely and sin- 
cerely, and upon more generous princi- 
ples of love, gratitude and obedience, than 
those who venture all upon their own ac- 
tions, and make them the ground of their 
acceptance. 

I trust to Christ for sanctification, aod 
not to sanctification for Christ. ** Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord.” 
But then holiness is mot the foundation of 
our reward. It is itself God’s gift to 
us, in order to qualify as for our proper 
bappiness, and as the grand means of en- 
joying bim, and therefore cannot in any 
sense be the procuring meritorious cause 
of it. But nevertheless it is, by this kiad 
of reasoning, every way as necessary as 
as if it was, 

God pardons in order to cleanse. Who- 
ever expects forgiveness without any 
thought or desire of being cleansed, cannot 
receive it. It is impossible for Gog to 
forgive an uarepenting sinver ; and he 
does not repent who does not purpose and 
wish to be changed. 

I know and believe that all Fam, have, 
or can be, without charity, is nothing : 
But I do not believe ia charity for my ac- 
ceptance with God. 


keeping the commandments is not for sal- 
vation, but because we are saved by him. 


pleasing to God, and will have its reward ; 
‘hutitis abomination in bis sight, if we 


as made known unto us by what be has} but we so 
done and suffered for us, is first; @ndjare so dilig 


He is also an ornament to society general- 
ly, a blessing to himself and family, an 
honor to his country, and his God. 

Should diligence hold ber universal do- 
minien over mankind, the wretchedness, 
the misery, the riot and discord, which 
are the natural consequences of slothful 
habits, and which now so frequently in- 
trude upon the sympathising heart, and 
disgust the sensible mind, would disperse 
like the morning dew, before her benign 
and active influence. Our Societies for 
the promotion of temperance, would re- 
ceive a most powerful Auxiliary ; for 
drunkenness is almost always the constant 
companion of slothfulness ; and whatever 
contributes to the suppression of the one, 
is sure to produce a great effect upon the 
other 

Point me to the man who is slothful in 
business, and I will show you one who is 
not ‘ fervent in spirit,” neither is he ac- 
tive in the cause of God. Point me to the 
one, who by reason of slothfulness, neg 
lects to provide for the temporal wants of 
his family, and I will show you one who 
neglects to use the means of supplying 
their spiritual wants. Point me to the 
one who neglects to provide for his own 
body, and | will show yowone who neg- 
jects bis own soul. 

I would by no means recommend that 
diligence, which would exclude devotion ; 
{ metimes meet with those who 
igent to attend to the outward 
ects of devotion, that they neglect to per- 
form those duties which their business 


Wh i ilies seem to demand. Our hours 
atever we do on this ground ie well ue a, Nebeur, ned rect, should totheutéined 


selected by our most candidjudgment, and! 


If thou depart, ‘tis bell.” 

All men repent, firstor last, that they 
have sinned. but all do not become tru- 
ly penitent, and receive forgiveness.— 
There is asorrow for sin, which is unto 
salvation, and there is a sorrow which is 
unto death ; and not unfrequently those 
who perish, go through more tribulation 
to destruction, than those experience, 
whose godly sorrow prepares them for 
heaven The difference between godly 
and worldly sorrow, consists not in de- 
gree, but in the nature of the sorrow. 
Godly sorrow arises from love to God.— 
Ask the awakened sinner, Why dost thou 
weep? And be will reply, | have sin- 
ned, and my soul is in danger. Ask the 
real penitent, Wherefore dost thou weep, 
are pot thy sins forgiven? And with 
quickened emotion he will exclaim, I 
weep because I have sinned agaist him 
whom wy souj loveth, and because I still 
sin against the goodness and tender mercy 
of my God. The very first fruit of real 
love to God, is tears of peniteatial sorrow 
for the breach of bie holy law. ‘ When 
the commandment came, sin revived, and 
i died.”’ When he, the Spirit of truth 
comes to convince of sit", of righteousness, 
and of judgment to come, be causes the 
soul to look back on her ways—io possess 
the ipiquities of her youth, as well as 
those of riper years. She sees the lepro- 


sy of sin hath spread defilement in every hight, and from the power of satan unto 


part, and anxiously asks what fountain of God. The sestel di 
“: . gospel did not abrogate the 
cleansing the mercy of God hath set open, |)” Hence said the Lord Jesus, I cawe 


in which she may wash away ber guilt.— | t | 
fag pel wert oe a aes 

of grace, e was against sin iu every sba cid «bad 
4 ; ‘sbape and shade. 


the law was a glorious law, antecedent to 
aconsideration ofthe gilt of Christ. Till, 
therefore, the law be thus viewed, and 
no unregenerate man ever viewed it 
thus ; neither the glory, nor the grace of 
the gospel can be seen. ‘* And if our 
gospel be bid, it is hid to them that are 
lost.”” If God was obliged in justice to 
provide at least. some relief; then the re- 
liet provided in the gospel is, at least, part- 
ly anact of justice. And if partly an act 
of justice, it is wot wholly an act of grace. 
On either hypothesis, the gospel! cannot 
be true which every where claims to be 
wholly of grace. One natural man is as 
really dead in sin, and devoid of true ho- 
liness, as another. And the only thing 
that readers it possible for any natural 
wan to think otherwise ot himself, than 
that he is dead in ein, is ignorance of the 
true nature of the law. ‘* Without the 
law sin was dead. { was alive without 
the law once ; I had not known sin but by 
the law.” What greater change there- 
fore can happen, than to be brought ac- 
quainted witb the divine law ; to be slain 
by it, and yet be brought to love it, as ho- 
ly, just and good ; 80 as to receive it cor- 
dially as arule of life. What a marvel- 
lous alteration must this make in the wholc 
system of our views and affections, and in 
the whole tenor of our lives! Even as 
great as to be turned from darkness to 


witness, isto testify of bim, and reveal Hence it is now as trae as ever, that cng 


s 


Ya 


sed is every one that continueth not 
in all things written in the book of 
the law todo them. Itis trae the gos- 
pel points out a way of escape for the 
sioner from the curse of the law, but not 
by blaming the law, and wresting the sin- 
per from the curse of the law, to its re- 
proach and dishonour. It furnishes a 
substitute, who had perfectly obeyed the 
law, who loved it, and did it hononr, and 
laid down his life, becanse he wonld not 
see it abrogated. There was a perfect 
harmony betwixt Christ and the law. If 
it had been a bad law he would not have 
borne its curse. 
to abrogate the divine law, and you may 
prove that holiness is a nonentity.— 
A sight of the glory of the God of glory 
will open to view the ground, and reasons 


and beauty of the law. 
A GLEANER. 


For the Christian Secretary. 


‘ Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, 
for thereby some have entertaiizcd angels 
unawares.” Heb. xiii. 2. 

Hospitality is an amiable feature in 
the Christian character. This virtue 
shone conspicuous in the lives of holy 
men of old. Abraham and Lot were ia- 
voured in the manner the text suggests. 
They “ entertained angels unawares,” and 
received rich blessings from God. But 
although the days of miracles for the 
confirmation of the truth of God, have 
passed by, yet this text is addressed to the 
Church under the New Testament dis- 
pensation, and is obligatory on all who 
fear God. And itis with this, as with ev- 
ery other command of our Divine Re- 
deemer, our obedience is connected with 
our happiness. 

If we survey the charactér and circum- 


and bread and meat for the children 
of God, when they pass and repass, 
as did the pious Host of Elisha the 
prophet, they are like that family, blessed. 
lor He who hath said, ‘* Whosoever shall 


the motives from which 


deeply — 
tendency of our every 


we act, and 
day course. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


“* Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of others.” 


This is the command of Jesas Christ, 
and stands opposed to that narrow, sordid, 
aad selfish spirit, which would enquire 
with Cain, ** Am [ my brother’s keeper ?” 


Admit that Christ came ; 


~Toenforce the duty of exercising be- 
nevolence towards others, the Saviour’s 
example is proposed for the imitation of 
his disciples. ‘* Letthe same mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus ; who 
being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God ; but made 
himself of no reputation, and took on him 
the torm of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men; and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross ” 
| {it was the mind of Chris‘, to make great 
temporary sacrifices, for the sake of pro- 
moting the well-being of others. So 
shonld his followers act. And so far as 
men have the wind of Christ, so far they 
will imitate his example. 

How anlike Him, ‘who. though He 
was rich, yet fer our sakes became poor,”’ 
is the conduct of those who can satisfy 
themselves with the bare hope of eternal 
life, while they feel an apathy in regard to 
the woes, and the wants of others. Who 
are chiefly intent on securing to them- 
selves those things which minister to their 
own comfort, and affluence here, while 
they have no fellowship with Christ in 


@ ch ‘it, which influénced the Apostles of 
stances of those families, who keep “ a | Christ to spend and be spent for the salva- 
bed and a table, and a -candlestick,” | tion of immortal souls. 


give a cup of cold water, to a disciple, in 
the name of a disciple, shall in no case 
lose his reward,” will fulfil his promise. 
[low often have we seen such provi- 
dential visits of the ministers of Christ, 
and of private brethren also, when they 
have with Christian affection recommend- 
ed the religion of their Divine Master, to 
the children and domestics of their hos- 
pitable host, blessed of God, and made a 
mean of spiritual life. How have we) 
scen parents and children, and domestics, 
listening, in the family circle, to the pious 
conversation, and the affectionate exhort- 
ation of the stranger. How have we 
been quickened, edified, and admonished, 
while with this circle bowing around the 
family altar, and uniting in prayer with 
the servant of God, who had turned in 
fora night. The effect of such visits is 
apparent in the moral condition of the 
families who are favoured with them, 
when contrasted with those who are not. 


las he knew this intervention would be to 


I say favoured with them, for | consider 
the favours bestowed in such cases, recip- | 
rocal. And such families find, that | 
‘« godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the lile that now 13, | 
and of that which is tocome.” While they | 
are gaining thereby in spiritual knowledge | 
and strength, they also find as did the 
widowed Hostof Elisha, that the * barrel 
of meal, and the cruse of oil, do not 
waste,” by thus waiting on the Lord in 
the way of his appointment. 

And the reason of this is obvious, 
‘« The silver and the gold, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills, are the Lord’s,” 
and the hearts of all men are tu his hands. 
very great, and minute circumstance, is 
under the controul of his providence, so 
that even Satan had found out, that Job 
did not serve God for nought. If a fami- 
ly are truly pious, they will be industrious 
and prudent, and ‘ the hand of the dili-} 
gent maketh rich.” We see many par- 
ents who are professedly Christians, who 
labour incessantly to obtain the ‘* meat 
which perisheth,” for their children, while 
they are awfully negligent in regard to 
their spiritual interests. They act as if 
they thought that means were of little or 
no importance in relation to the spiritual 
interests of their children, while they give 
reason to believe, that they think means 
are every thing in relation to obtaining 
earthly riches for their children. Such 
parents are ina greaterror. They have 
lost sight of that Divine word which says, 
‘* Frain up a child in the way he should go, 


and when he is old he will not depart) 


from it,” and again, “the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” and 
again, ‘‘ Seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” IL have not 
room to draw the inferences which natu- 
rally grow out of this subject. | 

I dislike long pieces for a paper; I will 
therefore only add—ist How important is 
it that Christians, whether at home or 
abroad, should maintain the spirit of their 
Divine Master, ‘‘ and be always ready to 
give the reason of the hope that is in 
them, with meekness and with fear,” and 
that their “‘ conversation should be such 
as will minister grace fo the hearers.” 

. 2d How dangerous a snare is the spirit 
ofthis world, and how important it is, 


that Christians cultivate a spirit of ardent 


practical piety. 


his sufferings ; and cultivate not that spir- 


In the mind of Christ, the soul of man is | 
infinitely valuable.—It is in ruins.—-This 
ruin is the voluntary work of man. In 
the mind of Christ, men are naturally in- 
disposed to help themselves ; and since 
their rebellion, incapable of their own re- 
covery, without his intervention. Costly 


Him, his benevolence prompted him to 
make the sacrifice. The mind of Christ 


R. | 


Recent Baptisms.—Six persons were 
baptized in Reading, on Friday last, by 
the Rev. Gustavus F. Davis, oraking the 
nomber of ten baptized by him in that 
place within a few weeks. These are all 
young converts. Several more are hope- 
fully renewed, and many are deeply im- 
pressed. There is a prospect, we learn, 
of an extensive revival in Reading. 
'** For this, let every one that is Godly, 
pray in a time accepted.” 


Cambridge, seven were baptized, and on 


On the last Lord’s day in September, at | 


MINUTES 
Of the Muscle Shoal Association of Baptists 
begun and held at Town creek Meeting. 
House, in Lawrence county, Ala. 
Between the hoars of 11 and 12 the In- 
troductory Sermon was commenced by 
Elder Jeremiah Barns, from 2d Chap. 
14th verse of Luke, ** Glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace, and good will to- 
wards men.”’ 
After worship the Association convened, 
and was opened with prayer, by brother 
Bennett Wood. 


the last in October, six others, by the 


that town. 

On the 3d Lord's day in October, Rev. 
Mr. Sharp baptized nine. 

On the last Lord’s-day, four persons 
were baptized by the Rev. Mr. Grosve- 
nor, and one, a son, of the administrator, 
by the Rev. Mr. Collier ; these five 
have all united with the first Church ; 
two were also baptized by the Rev. Mr 
Knowles, of the second Church in this 
city. —Chr. Watchman. 


We are happy to state, that Professor 
/Chase, of the Newton Institution, lias by 
the favour of Providence, safely returned 
from Halifax, Nova Scotia, having assisted 
in the organization of a new Baptist 
Church in that place, under circumstances 
truly auspicious. Like Barnabas, he has 
** seen the grace of God, and been made 
glad.”"-—We hope hereafter to be able to 
communicate some further particulars of 


this new accession tothe cause of truth. 
—Ib. 


The Massachusetts Society for Suppress- 
ing Intemperance, at a public meeting on 
Monday evening last, Dr. John C. War 
ren, Chairman, and Dr. John Ware, Sec- 
retary, passed Resolutions condemning 
the use of ardent spirits. The speakers 
were—Drs. Adams and Channing, Rev. 
E. S. Gannet, Rev. W. Collier, and Hon. 
W. Sturgis—Ib 


REVIVAL IN A SABBATH-SCHOOL IN NEW- 
YORK. 

It often happens that we labour under 

many discouragements in the prosecution 

of benevolent plans, and whenever any 


was to render honor to the divine law, 
which man had violated ; by obeying its 
precepts, and suffering its penalty, in or- 
der that sinners might be saved consist- 
ently with truth. 

Through the agency of the Spirit, he 
has imparted a measure of his mind to all 
who believe on him; and so evident is 
this truth, that the inspired Apostle has 


informed as, that * if any man have not 


the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 
All then who have the mind of Christ, will 
manifest it by correspondent conduct ; for 
Christ says, “by their fruits ye shall 
know them.’? Does Christ then, esti- 
mate the soul of man as infinitely valaa- 
ble? Those who have the mind of 
Christ, will put the same estimate upon 
it. Does Christ consider it in ruins ? 
Those who have the mind of Christ, will 
possess a deep sense of its lost condition. 
Does Christ consider this rnin voluntary 


(on the part of man, and of a nature te con- 


stitute him a sinner justly condemned by 
the righteous law of his creator? Those 
who have the mind of Christ, will view 
this subject in the same light. Does 
Christ consider mankind as naturally in- 
disposed to leave their rebellion, and re- 
turn to their allegiance toGod? Those 
who have his mind, will possess the same 
apprehensions on this subject. Does 
Christ consider his work of atonement and 
intercession, necessary in order for man’s 
recovery? Those who have his mind 
will have the same views. Was Christ 
willing to give his soul an offering for 
sin, in order that rebels might be pardon- 
ed, justified, and saved ? an was he wil- 
ling to devote all bis human powers, sus- 
tained by the Godhead, to publish abroad 
the messages of his grace? Those who 
have his mind, will be willing to devote 
all the powers of their souls and bodies to 
his service, in the propagation of the gos- 
pel of salvation. Thus the Apostles act- 
ed—-so did the early Church act-——and 
every one who has the mind of Christ in 
this age, will act accordingly. For the 
same obligation rests on the Church at 
this day, to * Gu anto all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature,” 
that rested on the Apostles of Christ. 

W hat shall we then think of those who 
profess a hope in Christ, but who can 
vevertheless sit down in supineness and 
sloth, and say they are waiting God’s time 
to accomplish his own work ; while they 
do not earnestly pray, and perseveringly 
labour, for the extension of the blessed 
influence of the gospel of reconciliation ? 

Does not their coldness, or lukewarm- 
ness, argue that they are strangers to the 
influeuce of those motives, that actuated 
Christ, and his Apostles; and that they 
are in danger of meeting the doom of “ the 
unprofitable servant, who was cast into 
outer darkness, where there is weeping 
and gnashing of teeth forever ?”’ 

On the other band, how honorable and 
blessed is the present condition of those 
who- are found workers together with 
God? And how joyous are their future 
prospects, of entering upon the eternal 


3d. Howimportant that we obe? God— 


. , 


rewards of the righteous ? 
R. 


thing occurs which has a tendency to ex- 
cite to zeal and perserverance ina good 
work amidst discouragements, duty re- 
quires that it should be made known for 
the benefit of all concerned. From this 
conviction | send you the following ac- 
count of a revival of religion just commen- 
ced in Sabbath-school number 12, in this 
city. This school was organized about 
two months since, under very flattering 
prospects ; the number of its scholars at 
its opening being unusually large, a num. 
ber of young friends, male and female, 
came forward and volunteered their servi- 
ces as teachers, manifesting a spirit and 
zeal peculiar only to those whose hearts 
burn with that love which comes from 
heaven. The glory of God and the sal- 
vation of souls being the only object that 
seemed to be in view, the superintendents 
and teachers were sweetly anited io their 
labour of love, and they agreed to labour 
for a revival in their school, to live for it, 
and to believe for it. Whereupon a prayer 
meeting was instituted on Monday evening, 
the 3d inst , to be continued every week 
for the benefit of teachers, scholars, and 
parents. At this meeting many attended, 
and they weie favored with the divine pre- 
sence and blessing. | 

On the sabbath following, at the closing 
exhortation and prayer, many of the large 
children became visibly affected with a 
concern for the salvation of their souls, 
and so deep were theit convictions, that 
they refused to go from the place. 
Prayer Wis immediately made in their be- 
half. and many others who had left the 
echool, hearing the voice of prayer, re- 
turoed truly penitent, and before the 
meeting terminated, two boys and three 
girls found peace with God, and went 
home crying for mercy through the 
streets. 

A little girl twelve years of age, whose 
brother had found the Lord at the school, 
on her return home fell on her knees, and 
in presence of her irreligious friends, 
sought the salvation of her soul with cries 
and tears. Her mother and another mem- 
ber of the family were convicted power- 
fully ; the little girl found peace the same 
evening, and both her mother and the 
other seekingesoul presented themselves 
at the prayer meeting as mourners, last 
Monday night, and have both found the 
pearl of great price to the joy of their 
hearts. 

Thos hath the Lurd favoured us with 
the conversion of eight souls; for in my 
haste { have omitted to mention, that two 
of the teachers have tasted of the powers 
of the world to come and are rejoicing in 
the hope of the glory of God. Praise the 
Lord for his goodness and for his wonderful 
wokrs to the children of men. Twenty- 
sevea scholars have been made the par- 
takers of divine grace. As this school con- 
tains above 350 children, ard very many 
of them are awakened, we trust that the 
good work of the Lord will continue, and 
the witnesses of the pardoning love of God 
be multiplied yet more and more. We 
also learn that thirteen of the teachers 


Letters from 18 churches were presen- 


Rev. Mr. Cookson ; all of whom have|ted, by their messengers, whose names 
united with the first Baptist Church in! wereenrolled. Courtland and La Grange, 
{newly constituted, churches, petitioned 


by letters for admission into the Union, 
and they being found orthodox, were re- 
ceived, and the right hand of fellowship 
was given by the moderator in the name of 
the Association, and the messengers in- 
vited to take their seats. 

No letter or messenger, was presented 
from Concord in Franklin, nor any mes- 
senger from Bethel, in Morgan, though a 
letter was sent, giving information of their 
situation. 

The Association then proceeded to the 
choice of a Moderator and Clerk, brother 
Burns was chosen Moderator, and brother 
Townes, Clerk. 

Received by baptism 57—received by 
letter 49—dismissed by letter 53—ex- 
communicated 13—restored 3—dead 7— 
total 798. 
rr 
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** Judge nothing before the time.” '1.Cor.4. 5. 
Hasty and censorious judging, is that to 
which men in all grades in society, and of eve- 


ry grade of intellect are liable. And it is 
the source of much uneasiness, regret, and 


not uncommonly of serious evil, both to the 
judge, and to the judged. But the apostle by 
inspiration, has given us the wise injunction, 
‘judge nothing before the time.” The pro- 
priety of this will more fully appear, if we take 
into consideration the very limited view that 
we are able to obtain of any subjyect—God is 
omniscient. All causes and effects, are naked 
and open before him.—He searcheth the 
heart, and knows the secret motives, and the 
latent desires which prompt to action. But 
men can only judge from the evidence which 
is presented to their senses, either moral, or 
physical. And as this evidence preponder- 
ates, sothe mind will decide. But men are 
so liable to prejudice, from causes, either 
known or unobserved, that they are in great 
danger of not rizbtly weighing evidence, and 
allowing the right scale to preponderate.— 
Therefore to judge any thing hastily, or be- 
fore the mind has had the opportunity of un- 
derstanding all the facts, and circumstances 
connected with any particular case is depart- 
ing from the letter and spirit of the text, and 
is judging unrighteously. 

A combination of providential circumstan- 
ces may throw our dearest, and most confi- 
dential friend into a situation in which his con- 
duct may appear reprehensable. But if we 
love that friend, and the cause in which he is 
engaged, and take heed to the precepts of the 
gospel, we shall suspend our judgment in re- 
gard to his conduct, until we can have an op- 
portunity of ascertaining from the must cor- 
rect source possible, why be has done thus, or 
so. Weshall not be hasty in forming opin- 
ions prejudicial tohim. The situation and 
conduct of Joseph, was at one time covered 
with suspicion, but although bis master, doubt- 
jess in the integrity of his heart immured him 
in a prison, yet Joseph could, while passing 
under this cloud, appeal with Job, to the 
Searcher of hearts and say, with holy confi- 
dence, “ He knoweth the way that I take, 
and when [ am tried, I shall come forth as 
gold.” The language of Nicodemus is wor- 
thy of being bad in perpetual remembrance, 
and should influence all our conduct in regard 
to the subject under consideration, ‘* Doth 
our law judge any man before it bear him, 
and know what he doeth.” It is a consolation 
to the sou! of the upright, that le has an om- 
niscient judge, one who judges nothing before 
the time, nothiog rashly—and who can in no 
case be deceived—Christians are bound to 
imitate their Redeemer in all his imitable ex- 
amples, and obey his precepts, which are all 
holy, ** Judge not, (said he) that ye be not 
judged.” 


We scarcely take up a pedobaptist periodi- 
cal, without finding some article, calling the 
atten ion of their writers to the importance of 
paying more particular attention, to the vin- 
dication of their peculiar sentiments, in op- 
position to Baptists.—The Connecticut Ob- 
server, Christian Mirror, and Recorder and 
Telegrnph, have seemed to take the lead in 
this work. 

Weare not about to object to the civil right 
which Pedobaptists have, to propagate their 
own peculiar views—and they are, and long 
have been wise enough to know, that there 
is no way in which they can so effectually ac- 
complish their object, as by the infusion of 
their sentiments into all books designed for 
the religious instruction of children and youth. 
And of 4his method, they have availed them- 


have lately experienced religion. Glory 
to God.—-Adv. Journa! 


by their recent Publications 
been extremel 
been on the - Sigg Saga Baptist bare 
, Y are much j 
habit of talking about Sectarianism ; me 
while on almost every work detignsa n, 
dren, or to be used in social <i gg crit 
cept the Bible, they have their ona 4 hag 
inscribed, in characters more or less — 

As to their tracts on this subject, _ 
‘abuadant. It is true, they do nor all “ 
‘together in their witness, except that th 
| go, some on one principle, and some on 
er, to justify infant sprinkling. For q 
tracts they have ‘Peter Edwards. *—One wy, 
ten by Rev. Mr. Miller, of Wintondy “ 
one by Dr. Perkins, of West-Hartforj_. 
lately written by the pastor of a P 
Church in Washington City, dis. ony 
bia, &c. &c. &c.—Besides, the larger ame 
Dr. Lathrop, W. S.—Dr. Dwight—Mr, oo. 
lin, &c. &c. &c.—-And in a modern Ctvace 
HISTORY, published in this city, and Writte 
by Rev. John Marsh, of Haddam the “ 
find the shibboleth of their sect tien nor 

, , ribed in 
plain and legible characters. The Rey author 
of this work is net satisfied with the view 
which the Scriptures present of the Baptism, 
of the nation of Israel unto Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea.” By which we are 
taught that that miraculous appearance which 
accompanied the Hebrews, and was a pillar 
of fire by night—-and a pillar of a cloud by 
day, stood over the host of Israel during their 
passage through the Red Sea, while the wa: 
ters were a wall on either side, thus repre- 
senting a burial; but he claims that by some 
means (hey were sprinkled.--This is only a 
specimen of the character of the work, whic) 
we hope to sce reviewed with candour, short. 
ly. We have by us, also, a treatise on the na. 
ture of that connection which baptized chi/. 
dren sustain with the church’-~ which ap. 
peared originally in the Western Recorder, 
and was copied into the New Hampshire Re- 
pository, and Christian Mirror, and as this 
writer claims to have greater light than bis 
brethren into this dayk subject, we con. 
template soon laying it before our readers, 
aod our Pedobaptist brethren may avail 
themselves of this too, as au auxiliaay if they 
choose.-—The writer asserts in effect, that he 
has written better on the subject than apy of 
his predecessors. 

Our first object in taking notice of this 
subject at this time, is to let our Baptist breth. 
ren know, that in furnishing books for the 
Sabbath Schools, they have no security against 
the inadvertent propagation of error in the 
form of unitarianism and infunt sprinkling, 
ualess they either peruse the books with cag- 
tion, or confine themselves to such publica- 
lions as are issued by the American Sab- 
bath School Union.—One word, and we have 
done. Let none of the friends of the whdle 
truth, become disheartened in the Sabbath 
School cause by the exertions of errorist:. 
These exertions should be expected—aul 
should stimulate the friends of truth to greater 
diligence and exertion. God requires it-- 
The interests of truth demand it. The result 
of the contest is not doubtful--ineekness— 
wisdom--fortitude and perseverance under thy 
divine blessing, will accomplish wonders, avd 
produce results, greater, and more blessed 
than we can even ask or thing. God is sha 
king the moral heavens, and those things 
which cannot be sbaken, sballjremain. 
Besides the above publications, there are 


» that they 


ey a 
@Doth. 
OCtting, 


We 


two writers, or one writer over two signatures, 
in the Connecticut Observer, who have writ- 
ten a vast multitude of words in defence of 
infant sprinkling. 
over their numbers, but we believe they now 


We have not time te count 


amount to fourteen, and they are of no mean 
length—Asit regards the quality of the oum- 
bers we have not yet given them ail, an atten- 
tive perusal, but we intend to doso, when the 
writer has done : if he does not discourage us 
by his prolixity. 

Correction.—In the notice of the Ist Church 
in Windsor, published in the Report of the 
Hartford Baptist Association, we mentiod- 
ed Mr. Alden, as the immediate successor 
of Elder Ashbel Gillet, in the ministry io that 
Church--We are now informed from a source 
entitled to the fullest. confidence, that Rev: 
Orra Martin, was the immediate successor 
of Elder Gillet, and continued in the Pastora! 
office in the Church until at the desire of the 
Church in Bristol, hé removed to that place. 


A Baptist Church bas been recently consti: 
tuted in the City of Detroit, Michigan Terri- 
tory, under favourable circumstances. 

Three barns adjoining the Brewery io this 
city, were destroyed by fire on Thursday tbe 
22d inst. The wind was high during the con: 
flagration, and the contiguous buildings io tbe 
direction of the wind were inimminent wp) 
But the prompt and persevering exertions © 
our citizens,’ were mercifully succeeded, '° 
arresting the progress of the flames- 


The New-York papers are confidently sil 
ing the claims of His Excellency De oo 
Clinton to the office of Presidest of. the ; 
ted States. So that we now bave three pron! 


selves toavery ample extent. Yet, did we 
not know to the contrary, we should suppose, 


inent candidates fairly before the nation: 
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